Around III-Vs  by unknown
Cooperators, recipro-
cators & free riders
Dr Kurzban and Dr Daniel Houser of
George Mason University have come up
with some interesting research findings on
teams or groups. 
Using a computer-based experiment to
assess the range of cooperative behaviours
among people, they point to reciprocity as
an important motive in human social behav-
iour. According to Dr Kurzban, it could also
provide a simple lesson on the power of
internal communications to 
managers and group leaders. 
More than 80 subjects participated in the
experiment, Given 50 tokens that they could
choose to keep or place in a group pool,
the tokens placed in the group pool dou-
bled in value and, at the end of the time
period, were distributed equally among
members.
About 17% of the participants could be
classified as Cooperators, take the most risk
almost immediately. Free Riders, who prefer
not to cooperate, made up 20%.
"In any given group of people, you'll find
three kinds of people: Cooperators, Free
Riders, and what we call Reciprocators.
Cooperators do the most work. Free Riders
do as little as possible, but most of us are
Reciprocators.
“We hold back a bit to determine the
chances of success, before devoting our full
energy to a project," says Dr Robert
Kurzban.
"We found that these traits remained 
fairly stable among people, and you could
reliably predict how a group might perform
if you know the percentage of each type of
person in that group."
Is a terrier's dig as 
good as it byte?
It appears
Europe's answer
to Google is
Terrier, the
search engine
with added byte!
It acquires its
name from TERabyte RetrIEveR and 
pictorially at present, it’s a Scottie, as the 
a new cutting-edge software for the rapid
development of web, intranet and desktop
search engines, has been developed by
researchers at the University of Glasgow.
Terrier claims to have all the prerequisites
to become the European answer to
Google.
The system uses state-of-the-art web search
technology. It offers a modular platform for
the rapid development of large-scale
Information Retrieval applications. 
Providing indexing and retrieval functionali-
ties, Terrier comes with a powerful proof-of-
concept desktop search application. 
Terrier, it is said, outperformed all other 
participating industrial and academic tech-
nologies, particularly in web and terabyte-
scale settings, in the annual 2004
International Text Retrieval Conference, held
by NIST in the USA.
The dogged retrieval system has been 
successfully used in internationally-
acclaimed forums, and several public
organisations, in the Netherlands, in Italy
and in the USA, have expressed interest in
using Terrier for their intranet search facili-
ty. The British Computing Society and the
Italian Ministry of Communications are cur-
rently using Terrier for in-house intranet
searches.
A beta version of Terrier (flexibly offering
Windows, Mac and Linux OS) is now
available as open source software, to
allow experimentation and research in
Information Retrieval.
Since its recent release, over 60 well-estab-
lished and industrial institutions have adopt-
ed Terrier. http://ir.dcs.gla.ac.uk/terrier/
download.html
Hopefully the Terrier will remember that one
of the real delights to Google is its occa-
sional mediaeval illustrative approach to
life, as in the detailed green clover and Irish
hat for the St Patrick's day Google site, or
the even more brilliant Van Gogh Google. 
It has that great, if elusive element of visual
charm!
Now if Terrier were to offer you a Boston
Bull, Cairrn, Skye, Airedale or even Jack
Russel type of personalised retrieval system,
this could be a move towards the desktop
searcher of choise for dog-lovers. 
Make mine Danish!! 
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Around III-Vs
Anyone who has undertaken teamwork studies will recall all the classic
profiles for leaders, administrators and creatives. But now in stumbling
Around, there’s another quite intriguing new template that’s emerged. 
And, in that everlasting hunt for a search engine’s that genuinely thinks 
laterally, the Terrier will certainly have its following.
Credit: http://dana.ucc.nau.
edu/~bsg26/marble-danes.jpg
In a dog eat dog world this
is perhaps the Scottish way
of being nano effective
